





KTM 1290 SUPER ADVENTURE 

DISCOVER THE 
UNIMAGINABLE 


T he KTM 1290 SUPER ADVENTURE comes equipped with the latest 
advancements in technology, and a supremely powerful V-twin engine. 
Never before has a riding experience been this exhilarating. 
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THE RIGHT TOOL 


FOR THE JOB 


INSIDER: 


Use the right tool for the job - it makes sense for 
most things. But in the world of adventure riding 
what is the right tool? There are so many “jobs” 
and because of that there are plenty of “tools” 
to choose from. The list of adventure bikes avail- 
able to the world grew this last month as manu- 
facturers pulled the covers off of new models at 
the monstrous motorcycle show known as EIC- 
MA. The toolbox runneth over. We have choices 
from 250cc all the way up to 1301cc, and they all 
are the right tool. Why? It really comes down to 
the right bike for each individual person. 

For me the right bike will be the upcoming 1090 
Adventure R as I like to blast across the desert 
and ride trails usually not meant for an Adven- 
ture Motorcycle. KTM’s boss Stefan Pierer has 
hinted to a midsized Adventure in the future 
which will satisfy my lust for single track even 
further in KTM’s off-road focused R trim. But 
for others, it could be a single cylinder model, a 
fully decked out luxury adventure touring rig like 
a Super Adventure T, or a BMW R 1200 GS. The 
key to finding the right bike is simple: Just as I 
spoke about being honest in your riding ability in 
last month’s Insider, the same approach needs 
to be taken in what you really want to do and ac- 
complish in your riding. A 500-pound bike is not 
the machine for a novice that wants to hit the 
dirt. On the other side of the coin, a 250cc dual 
sport wouldn’t be a solid choice for a 100-mile 
daily commuter. It’s great to be swept up in the 
marketing hype on a bike, and if I’m doing my job 
you will be. However, in the interest of keeping 
you in the motorcycle world longer and there- 
fore keeping the industry in a healthy state, I 
say choose the bike that is right for you and not 
what we tell you is the right bike for you. Do your 
homework and choose the right tool for the real 
job - making yourself happy with the ride. 
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Motorex Power 
Ester-based engin 
performance for y 





motorexusa.com 
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The mission is simple, if you want to 
share your adventures on “insta-adv” 
you’d better start following us! 
@upshift_online and use the hash tag 
#upshift_online on your photos 
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1. Moose Racing Foam-lt Pump / 2 Liter 

The Moose Foam-lt is the answer for cleaningyour bike or ATV without the risk of 
damage caused by pressure washers. No more bent radiator fins, ruined bearings 
and seals or destroyed decals. When used in combination with Moose Dirt Foam 
cleaner, you replicate dropping your vehicle into a “soak tank” with the extended 
dwell time for the cleaning chemistry, the mud, bugs and grime melts free from 
the surface. Features: Foam will migrate into every nook and cranny, Compact unit 
with manual pump, Pressure relief valve for safety, Includes 1 tear open packet of 
Moose Dirt Foam cleaner. MSRP: $49.95 www.msracing.com 


2 . Dainese D-Cyclone Gore-Tex Jacket 

The Dainese D-Cyclone Gore-Tex Jacket is through and through 
a touring monster designed to keep you happy and in the zone. 
Comfort is guaranteed by a laminated 2L Gore-Tex shell that 
keeps out wet weather yet allows for moisture to evaporate 
through the jacket. A removable thermal liner and inner collar 
insulates you against cold weather and coated air vents on the 
chest and back allow you to feel the breeze when its warm. 
Composite CE certified armor comes standard, as well as a 
Wave G2 back protector that is included with each jacket. 

MSRP: $$949.95 www.dainese.com 




3 . Sony Alpha a6500 

For capturing great images of all your adventures, the stable, fast, and 
versatile Alpha a6500 from Sony is an apt APS-C-format mirrorless 
camera well-suited for both photo and video applications. Revolving 
around a 24.2MP Exmor CMOS sensor and BIONZ X image processor, 
clean image quality is provided with a wide expandable sensitivity 
range to ISO 51200, along with accelerated readout speeds for inter- 
nal 4K30 and Full HD 1080pl20 video recording with full pixel readout. 
Complementing the imaging assets, the a6500 also sports a robust 
magnesium alloy body that is dust- and moisture-resistant to permit 
working in harsh environments. Additionally, for wireless remote 
control over the camera, or for just sharing imagery online, built-in Wi- 
Fi with NFC permits linking with a mobile device for intuitive wireless 
control. MSRP: $1399 (Body Only) www.sony.com 


4 . Cortech® Accelerator Full Body Protector 

• High-impact ventilated armor plates at chest, 
shoulders and elbows 

• Impact-absorbing foam on outer chest offers 
protection to underarm 

• Accommodates most leading neck braces 

• Zip-off removable five-plate articulated back 
protector features padded kidney belt 

• Fully adjustable straps at chest, forearm, upper 
arm and shoulder create secure fit 

• Padded dual-closure waist belt is adjustable 

• Velcro tabs secure chest plate to waist strap 

• Main body construction consists of soft 
ventilated mesh 

• Elastic nylon wrist cuffs include thumb holes 

• Sizes: Small/Medium, Large/X-Large 

• Color: Black 

• MSRP $149.99 

www.cortech.net 




5 . Jetboil Carbon Zip 

Although not essentially a new product, 
Jetboil Carbon Zip is a new discovery for us 
on a recent ride. This is one of the hottest (lit- 
erally) products that you should be packing 
on your next overnight ride. 

Rely on the Jetboil Zip Cooking System to 
provide hot food and drinks quickly and 
conveniently when you want them the most. 
Distilled from the flagship Jetboil PCS 
design, Zip provides the essential function 
and features you expect from Jetboil. The 
Zip is so compact and lightweight, you’ll 
keep it on hand for day trips close to home 
and overnight adventures alike. The critical 
component is their FluxRingtechnology. This 
allows for a nearly unheard-of fuel efficiency 
of over 80%, far superior to most standard 
systems on the market. MSRP: $79.95 
www.Jetboil.com 
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DEFEND 

YOUR 


VISION 
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NO SHORTCUTS 


40 years of Goggle research and design have all led to the 
introduction of our newest and most advanced MX goggle to 
date. The SCOTT PROSPECT offers a Massive field of vision, 
50mm Works Film Systems and our propietary Lens Lock 
System, giving you the ability to focus on what matters. 



SCOTT-SPORTS.COM | (cDSCOTTMOTOSPORTS 
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It has been an intense career so far for 
young Ricky Brabec who was signed for 
his first Dakar Rally at just 24 years of 
age. The American, does however, have a 
lengthy list of titles to back him up. The 
youth from the U.S. had his best season 
to date in 2014, when he achieved the 
three most prestigious titles in desert 
racing: the Hare & Hound, Best in the 
Desert and SCORE, collecting the Baja 
1000, Baja 500 and the Baja 250. Such 
impressive honors didn’t go unnoticed to 
Team HRC who scouted Brabec before 
inviting him to take part in the Abu Dhabi 
Desert Challenge in early 2015, his first 
international participation where he was 
the top Junior and fifth overall. After an 
injury, he returned to the Hare & Hound, 
winning the last race. We caught up with 
Ricky in between his busy training sched- 
ule in southern California before heading 
to the 2017 Dakar. 


Upshift: Ricky, you’ve had a very solid 
year here in the states and in 2015 you 
finished 9th in the Dakar, had 3 top 10 
overalls including Merzouga Africa Rally, 
Atacama Chile Rally and Morocco Rally 
not to mention a hand full of Stage wins. 
How would you say your year went? 

Ricky Brabec: In 2016 the results have 
been good, but I feel like it’s been kind of 
a roller coaster for me with learning a new 
way to race in the rally scene. I get confi- 
dent racing out here in California and lo- 
cally and then I go race rally and it’s a new 
ball game for me. So in my mind the results 
have been good and that’s keeping me hap- 
py so I hope to continue pushing forward 
and improving myself with every race. 

Upshift: With less than a month to go 
until Dakar stage one, how do you spend 
the last few weeks training and preparing 
yourself? 






RB: Before the first stage of Dakar, here 
we are. We’re in the last month before 
I head out. I’m going to spend as much 
time as I can riding the rally bike and 
training on road bikes that I haven’t rid- 
den before with Johnny Campbell, and 
he’s going to mentor me and help me as 
much as I need. And I think I’m going to 
spend some time with Jimmy Lewis just 
basically riding road bikes to get the feel 
and to get the hang of it, because the Da- 
kar’s in 14 days, so you’ve got to be men- 
tally prepared for that. 

Upshift: You come into this 2017 Dakar 
with more experience. Will you approach 
stages any differently now having 2016 
underyour belt? 

RB: Yeah, of course. Last year’s Dakar, I had 
no idea what to expect other than what peo- 
ple have told me. Now that I have one Dakar 
and multiple rallies under my belt, I’m going 
to go into 2017 Dakar fully prepared and ful- 
ly aware of what conditions we’re going to 
be in, and I think I’m going to tackle Dakar a 
little bit stronger next year. 

Upshift: You mentioned Johnny Camp- 
bell and Jimmy Lewis. I’m assuming that 
you’re also working with Martino Bianchi? 

RB: Yeah, Martino Bianchi is the rally 
team manager, so I work really close with 
Martino. He’s a manager of me in the 


overseas. 








Upshift: Are there different roles for each of you on the team? 

RB: As far as a different role for each rider, of course each team has a main rider, and then all the other 
riders are the main rider’s support. In the Dakar it doesn’t matter who’s out there. If you see someone 
broken down or crashed out, you always stop and ask if they need help. But of course I want Honda to 
win, so I’m going to push as hard as I can and do the best I can. 




Upshift: Absolutely. With the team based in Spain, how much time do 
you spend riding over there, as well as here in California? 

RB: [chuckles] I don’t spend very much time riding over there. You can’t 
beat the riding in California. We have everything out here, and every time 
I’ve been out there, in different countries riding, it’s just a lot of dirt roads 
and sand washes. Out here in California we have rocks, sand washes, 
roads, single track and motocross tracks. 

Upshift: Do you feel a sense of pride being one of the few Americans to 
compete in the Dakar? 

RB: Yeah, of course. Being one of the only Americans to race against all 
the Europeans is definitely cool. There’s a lot of weight on my shoulders 
because I want to make America proud and do the best I can and repre- 
sent the USA, but you know a lot of people don’t realize how fast those 
guys are, so I’m trying the best I can to represent the USA. 





Upshift: You had great success in Baja. Do you miss racing the 
AMA District 37 races SCORE series, as well as Best in Desert? 

RB: Yeah, I grew up racing District 37. That’s kind of my grass roots 
of racing. Baja came along the way with my friends. Max Eddy said 
he’d help me get into Baja. Jim O’Neill helped me get into Baja. So 
I kind of conquered Baja for a year, and I do miss going down there 
and racing. Hopefully in the near future I can go back down there 
and race. As far as Best in the Desert, I have a feeling that they’re 
always going to be there. I have a championship in Best in the Des- 
ert. I do wish to go back and race there but the rally thing is a bigger 
goal of mine right now. I’m young and I have a lot of years to succeed 
in rally, so I’m going to kind of go after that right now. 

Upshift: We saw two of your teammates, Joan Barreda, as well as 
Michael Metge, compete in the Vegas to Reno this year. Is it some- 
thing that you’ll try to do in 2017? 

RB: You know what? I was supposed to be the other Honda rider 
on a rally bike out there this year, but I got shipped overseas to go 
race in Chile. So, in 2017, 1 hope to be out there to Vegas to Reno on 
a rally bike so I can win. I want to win a Vegas to Reno on a rally bike 
solo, we’ll see. 

Upshift: We think we can speak for most of our readers when we 
say your Honda CRF450 Rally is a pretty outstanding race vehicle. 
Has there been a lot of development on the bike in 2016 that you 
could share with us? 

RB: I haven’t been around really long enough to know what they 
have done. I know back when Quinn Cody was riding that’s kind of 
where it all started. And now, I think that the bike is really good, and 
it’s better than last year. 

Upshift: Well, Ricky, we appreciate the time this morning and wish 
you the best of luck. We’ll keep an eye on you at the Dakar, end 
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The Spaniard’s career began in mo- 
tocross, where after demonstrating 
both talent and speed, was selected 
by the Spanish Federation to compete 
in the 125cc World Championship, 
before a serious injury kept the rider 
out of the competition for a long 
spell. Barreda shone in the Dakar 
2014, grabbing five stage victories 
and was in the running for the overall 
win until a heavy fall in the penulti- 
mate stage meant having to accept 
seventh place. In the world champi- 
onship, Barreda triumphed in Qatar 
and was third in Abu Dhabi and third 
overall in the World Championship. In 
2015 he rode an intelligent race in the 
Dakar which he led convincingly until 
the ill-fated Uyuni Salt Lake stage, 
which put an end to his aspirations of 
an overall win. In spite of the mishap 
Joan came away with four stage 
victories. He got off to a better start 
in the Cross-Country Rallies World 
Championship winning the Abu Dhabi 
Rally and finishing second in Qatar. 









His pace, his skill to adapt to terrain 
types and his capacity to analyze 
stages are just some of the abilities 
of this multi-faceted rider, who has 
developed greatly with experience. 
Goncalve’s Dakar debut took place in 
2009, collecting his first stage victory 
two years later. Both positive thinking 
and easy-going, the Portuguese rider 
never stopped believing in his abilities 
and went on to win the Cross-Country 
Rallies World Championship in 2013, 
closing the year with triumphs in an 
intense Sertoes Rally and a thriller in 
Morocco. An unfortunate fifth stage 
put an end to his dreams of victory in 
the Dakar 2014 and in spite of conced- 
ing the world title the Portuguese rider 
fought a gutsy battle until the end. 
Speedy made up for his misfortune 
by storming to a second place overall 
finish in the 2015 Dakar. Meanwhile, 
he took the bronze medal in the world 
championship with podiums in Qatar 
and Morocco. 
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Metge started young: at four he 
already had his own bike, although 
it did take a few years before he 
savored local and regional Moto- 
cross competitions. Soon he was 
competing in Enduro and the results 
were starting to show; Michael took 
fifth place in the prestigious French 
Enduro Championship and in 2010 
he achieved a runner-up spot in class 
E2 of European Enduro. The rider’s 
first venture into rally came in 2008 
at the Sardinia Rally Race, although 
it wasn’t until the 2013 Dakar that 
the Frenchman really showed himself 
to be a promising future talent. An 
eighteenth place finish in the world’s 
toughest rally was nothing to be 
scoffed at. Metge’s results - both 
overall and in each stage - didn’t 
go unnoticed and he was signed up 
to one of the factory teams for the 
Dakar the following year, finishing in 
thirteenth position. 
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The rider’s brief rally history so far, 
has featured a 2015 participation in 
the Desaffo Ruta 40; a fast-paced 
debut which in spite of ending with 
an accident, was enough to convince 
Team HRC to allow him to com- 
pete in the final round of the FIM 
Cross-Country Rallies World Champi- 
onship of the same year - the OiLibya 
Morocco Rally. After a highly promis- 
ing Dakar 2016, which confirmed his 
status as a rally rider, Benavides took 
part in the forthcoming South Amer- 
ican rallies as part of Honda Argenti- 
na’s competition structure, the MEC 
Team, and joins the Monster Energy 
Honda Team for the Dakar Rally 2017. 
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Reflective Inserts 


Reflective Inserts 


Ventilation Panel Snaps 


Removable Sleeves 


Hidden Ventilation Panels 


Waterproof Pockets 


Waterproof Pockets 


Hidden Ventilation Panels 


Zipper to Attach ADV Pants 


The Adventure jacket is the Swiss army knife of touring jackets. A removable quilted inner lining 
and a UREAMAX™membrane with 5000/5000 ml water resistance allow this jacket to be worn in a 
variety of weather conditions. It features zip off sleeves for warmer weaihen articulated elbows for 
comfort, multiple vents to stay cool and deep cargo pockets to pack tools. The Adventure jacket is 
all you need to conquer any road. The Jacket also attaches to the Adventure pants with an internal 
3/4 body zipper. j 


Inner Removable padding quilted inner lining and removable 
UREAMAX™ membrane, column water 5000/5000 ml 
Outer Nylon and Polyester 
Touring fit 

Designed for Drink System (Sold Separately) 
HOMOLOGATED PROTECTION (CE EN 1621-1) 
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Seeking an epic location for photos and video production to highlight the 2017 KTM 1090 Adventure R and 
1290 Super Adventure R, KTM traveled to Morocco. Located in North Africa, for those with an interest in 
geography, Morocco offers the beauty of the ocean as well as some of the most desolate deserts. Morocco 
also used to be the home of the Dakar Rally, before it moved to South America. The logistics of a big photo 
and video shoot in a third world country demands a lot of planning, with a sprinkle of luck. Leaning on knowl- 
edgeable locals as drivers helped get us through police stops and line up edible food. The production crew 
handled all the logistics, locations and bike needs. We spent a lot of time in trucks and vans, crossing the 
vast landscape to locations far from what we here in the states consider civilization. 






% 



In order to make the 2017 video and photos 
come to life, it required riders. The video team 
worked with riders Paul Bolton and Adam Rie- 
mann. For the photos, South Africa racer Ross 
Branch and I joined a six-person team. Through- 
out our nine days of shooting we crossed paths 
with the video team and traded locations. 




After 26 hours of travel from Los Angeles to 
Agadir, Morocco we all landed just in time to 
grab dinner and go over the trip’s rough plan. 
We were then told to get some sleep, as call 
time was an early 3:30am. Over the next 10 
days I learned the value of always stealing a ho- 
tel pillow for the car rides to our location. Not 
having any idea of where we were going the first 
morning, I awoke from the back of the truck and 
heard waves crashing on the beach in the dark. 
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Ross and I geared up, mounted our 2017 adventure machines and followed the trucks through the dark out 
onto the sand for a 30km run down the beach along the water to the first location as the sun attempted to 
break through the fog. Riding on the hard sand, teasing the water on the coast of Africa and mounted on an 
adventure bike at lOOmph is a pretty cool experience. 




I III iMIUii llUi 










Ross and I quickly found out how soft and fluffy the sand was away from the water’s edge as soon as we 
moved inland toward the dunes to the location base. The bikes wanted to plow to a stop unless the throttle 
was pinned. Our first day of “work” in the dunes along the ocean was a learning curve and we took every 
opportunity to slide and wheelie along the water’s edge. 

The next few days we left the comfort and relatively cool temps of the coast and headed to the desert. A day 
by a river bottom and weaving through an old castle was awesome and provided way more traction than our 
day of digging big bikes out of soft sand. Trying to catch sunlight in the dunes along the ocean, we headed 
back to the soft sand to do speed runs down the beach. Both Ross and I topped out the bikes at about 105 
mph along the water’s edge, giggling the entire time. With the needed shots in the dunes complete, we 
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AVAILABLE IN BLACK & GREY 
S-4XL // $395 



MATIC 

WATERPROOF JACKET 






again loaded up and headed inland, into mountain- 
ous terrain sprinkled with old settlements. Not a lot 
has changed in these areas for hundreds of years 
and the sense of one’s smallness is overwhelming. 
The rest of the days blended into a routine of some 
sleep in a hotel, more sleep in the back seat of a 
truck, some questionable food, more time sleeping 
in cars and lots of miles on the KTM 1090 and 1290 
adventure bikes. Because there is a certain look to 
the photos, we had to keep the jackets and vents 
zipped up. Not a big deal when it’s 75 degrees out, 
but when it’s 115 it is a different story. The bikes 
weren’t much happier about clutch slipping photo- 
shoot style riding in the heat either, boiling over a 
few times in protest. Every night I washed my jacket 
and pants in the hotel shower to get the salt stains 
out for the next day. 










One of our last days was riding through the chaotic streets of Tafraout, trying to dodge pedestrians, cars and 
trucks to get cool shots of the KTM’s amongst the city life. Just turning around and navigating the streets 
where driving rules don’t exist was more stressful than wheeling a 500 pound adventure bike at 60 mph. 

I made it out of North Africa only slightly wounded. A simple tip over while turning around on one of the last 
days trapped my foot between the crash bar and the ground- adventure bikes aren’t light. Luckily it was only 
a deep bruise and not anything worse. A trip to the hospital there might have been more dangerous than 
whatever injury was sustained. 

The time between photos perched atop a resting motorcycle with the solitude that only comes with sit- 
ting in the middle of North Africa, I reminded myself that no matter what is going on in life, motorcycles 
are pretty damn cool. My eleven-day adventure to North Africa to be a photo rider for the 2017 KTM 
Adventure bikes is not a trip that is in danger of fading from my memory and was definitely a once in a 
lifetime opportunity. 
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Adam Riemann made a cool behind the scenes video of 
the video production. Click Here 
KTM official video 

20 years ago I spent three months with a backpack 
and a camera floating around western Africa and 
never would have dreamt I’d return the continent (the 
northern part) to do wheelies and skids on a bike no 
one was allowed to see. 

As somewhat of a freelance guy not tied to any publi- 
cation as a full time employee, it has allowed me to be 
the guy on the bike, not behind the camera. 


—Adam Booth 
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TROY LEE - RADIUS JERSEY | RADIUS PANT | RADIUS GLOVES | TRANSFER VEST 

SOLD AT FINER DEALERS WORLDWIDE | WWW.TROYLEEDESIGNS.COM 









Australian contributor Greg Smith puts the Yamaha 
60th Anniversary Super Tenere to the test 

Recently I was told that I was going to be spending 10 days 
in the saddle of Yamaha’s 60th Anniversary Super Tenere 
“bumble bee” edition of their top of the line adventure bike. 
Considering I had just ridden for two days on an older ver- 
sion, I was keen to see how comfortable it would be after 
10 days. My ride coincided with the 2016 Tenere Tragics 
gathering which started at Mildura, Victoria and headed to 
South Australia’s picturesque Flinders Ranges. This ride 
was to include nearly every dirt road along the way as as- 
phalt is for retirees apparently. Just to top it off I was then 
booked in to ride the bike back from Adelaide to Australia’s 
Gold Coast! 

The look of the Super Tenere hasn’t changed incredibly 
since it’s inception in 2010, mind you there have been a few 
significant changes made to the model since then. Fast 
forward to today and we’ve got the Super Tenere ES. There 
are loads of creature comforts built into this motorcycle 
including cruise control, rubber mounted bars and footpeg 
inserts. The ES model also takes it one step further with 
tunable on the fly Electronic Suspension and heated grips 
for those cooler months. 


Photos: Greg Smith 









A Super Tourer set for adventure 

Let’s start with the engine. The parallel twin 1199cc engine has had a few internal upgrades in recent years with a 
redesign of the head including the port shapes and lengths. Pistons and rings were also redesigned to decrease fric- 
tion helping the engine gain momentum faster. In an effort to reduce vibrations in the driveline a rubber damper has 
been fitted to the clutch; this helps provide smoother acceleration off idle. The transmission is as smooth as you’d 
expect from this Yamaha and the 6-speed trans has ratios that suit anything you throw at this bike on or off road. 
A newly revised damper design in the engine housing keeps the vibrations away while maintaining the accuracy 
and life we’ve come to expect from an off-road shaft driven bike. 












The ergonomics are purely touring-focused as is the ride position with super comfortable bars 
and a seat that stays comfortable for up to 4 hours of continuous highway motoring, some- 
thing that can’t be said for some of the other adventure bikes. There is also the ability to adjust 
the seat height by moving a plastic section under the seat giving you 25mm adjustment high- 
er or lower considering your start position. Much like the seat, the screen is adjustable with 
around 100mm of movement in total and both of these adjustments can be made tool-free. 
Raising the screen is meant for highway miles to shield you from wind buffeting but I never 
found myself needing to raise it more than the second notch from the bottom. 

Yamaha “D-Mode” lets you select either one of the two following modes: T for touring or S 
for sport. This is done via the mode button on the bars and the indicator on the larger than 
life LCD display. Touring mode is exactly that with no sudden surges in power where as Sport 
mode delivers the power when you need it. I found myself in Sport on the dirt or in traffic 
and in touring every other time as the difference is extremely noticeable. There are also 
three settings for the TCS (Traction Control System): Off completely, TCS1 and TCS2; with 
the first two as the best options for the dirt and the TCS2 great for wet roads and inner city 
motoring. I can’t forget about the ABS system plus the bike’s unified braking system that 
applies pressure to the rear brakes when applying the front for controlled braking. Whereas 
the ABS can’t be turned off, the TCS can be disengaged before riding via the display. 



The LCD dash is large and easy to read day or night showing RPM , speed and gear with a separate screen to toggle 
through the ECU menu and make changes on the fly. The headlights perform acceptably at night. Mind you, mo- 
torists coming the other way may flash, thinking you’ve left the high beams on, they are that bright. There is also a 
12v charging plug on the screen base to help your phone or navigation stay powered. 

Using the engine as a stressed member Yamaha have been able to keep the weight down and rigidity high. The 
frame is of steel construction with the engine mounted low and forward to help aid turning. As part of the lower 
mass centralization, the tank has been put lower into the frame. Mind you, this bike isn’t light and far from it really 
considering it weighs in at 265kg. It honestly doesn’t feel that heavy until it starts to tip over when stationary. 

On top of the noble steed 

A 1200cc engine is never shy of arm wrenching grunt and this parallel-twin engine certainly doesn’t disappoint, 
with more than enough low end power to get the bike up to cruising speed without any hesitations. Short shifting 
is where it really comes into its own with the engine continuing to pull like a diesel freight train through all gears 
and into 6th ready for the easy to use and extremely valuable cruise control. Mind you, if there is a chance to race 
a sport bike off at the lights, you may want to think twice or at least hit the “D-Mode’’ button to make sure it’s in 
“sport” mode first. Sport mode gives direct throttle feel and Touring keeps power delivery smooth and less abrupt. 

I wouldn’t say this engine has a lively top end but it has a wide enough spread of power to get you comfortably along 
any country road be it dirt, gravel or tar. The sound of a parallel-twin is an acquired taste but this bike covers that 
“gargle” quite nicely and with a good quality helmet and earplugs you won’t notice the sound while cruising. 
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The transmission ratios seem quite evenly spaced 
considering the varied intentions of this bike and 
the clutch actuation is smooth and hydraulically 
controlled, as you’d expect. Having no chain is a big 
advantage to a bike that is aimed at hours upon hours 
of riding and the shaft drive unit on the “Super T” is up 
to the task with no “Torque steer” effect from the rear 
under acceleration during cornering. 

Something I did find impressive was the electronically 
controlled suspension. The system is controlled from 
the menu toggle switch on the left switch block. Once 
you have set up your three base settings, “Soft - Std - 
Hard” (done stationary), you can change your settings 
on the fly. This really helps when riding varying surfac- 
es like sandy trails and then hitting the highway. There 
are numerous adjustments within the menu allowing 
you to select single rider, single rider with luggage, 
two up, two up with luggage and with each of those 
selections there are adjustments in between to help 
you fine tune the setup. Handling of the bike at cruis- 
ing speed is light and predictable but you do feel the 
weight when traversing slow speed technical trails in 
2nd and 3rd, but it still does it easily. Traction control 
works well and the two mode settings really help when 
on the dirt if you’re not at one with your dirt riding 
skills. TCS1 won’t let the rear tire spin faster than the 
front and if you head into slow soft sand this will do 
more harm than good. TCS2 let’s the rear wheel spin 
up a little and is good for slippery bauxite surfaces but 
still no good for tractoring through sand or mud; for 
that you’ll need to deactivate TCS. While on the sub- 
ject of traction aids I’m still not a big fan of ABS and 
unilateral braking systems. Sure they do have their 
place on the road and yes they can help enormously 
on slippery asphalt, but off-road it makes your job of 
slowing a 265kg bike all that much harder. Unfortu- 
nately there is no way to disengage the system for the 
dirt. However, on the asphalt ABS is still way better 
than the average human. 







Timely comfort 

Heated grips are a feature of the ES version and a welcome surprise when the ambient temp starts to drop no 
matter how much of a true man you are. Heating has three levels from warm to frypan hot. Mind you, frypan was 
great in the alpine regions on the way home from Adelaide but not so good in the middle of the day out in the 
desert. Wrap around hand-guards are a great addition and extremely valuable in my opinion should you drop the 
bike or hit a sapling on the edge of a trail section. Luggage space is very important on an adventure tourer and 
when I received the bike it had brand new panniers. Unfortunately they shook themselves to bits literally with the 
locking mechanisms falling out along the road! I’m not sure that they were designed for 5000k of hard off and on- 
road riding but they were the only thing I had problems with along the way, hence, the yellow tie downs to keep my 
belongings with me. 

In summary, this bike is more than capable to ride around Australia if not the “World”. Sure it’s not a sport bike 
when it comes to power or cornering and it won’t win an Enduro. However, this bike is bang on the money for the 
person that is experiencing that love of riding and needs something that won’t make them cramp up in an hour, or 
leave their upper torso 100m behind the bike trying to merge into traffic. I really enjoyed my time on this bike and 
look forward to the next time I get the chance to ride a Super T. end 
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When designing the all new Legion line, we set out 
on a journey to find the most durable, versatile and 
reliable fabrics in the world. Knowing the importance 
of those three key factors for off-road products, 
we felt it was critical to partner with a brand like 
CORDURA® to ensure the Legion line would exceed 
the demands of off-road. Trusted for over 30 years, 
CORDURA® fabrics are known for their perfect 
combination of durability, versatility and reliability. 
The combination of Fox’s forward thinking design 
and engineering and CORDURA®’s industry leading 
fabric development is the perfect partnership 
to deliver the best product to market. 



All CORDURA® fabrics must pass stringent test criteria 
before they can earn our brand name. Then we let you 
put it to the test. 


CORDURA 

FABRIC 






GLOBETROTTING SINCE 2014 


Upshift magazine recently reached out 
through Social Media and asked follow- 
ers to submit their adventure stories. 

mong the submissions one stuck out 
the most: Tolga Basol is known on Insta- 
am as “Ride Must Go On” for his trav- 
els around the globe on his KTM 1190 
Adventure R. Tol i will be on a new jour- 
ney in 2017 and Upshift will be publish- 
es travels through social media and 
in a Monthly journal on Upshift Online 
Magazine. For those of you not familiar 
with his story we asked Tolga to explain 
why he decided to stop everything anjd~ 
venture around the World. 


I guess it was the winter of 2002 when i 
was able to afford my first motorcycle, 
^it took me about a year to save up some 
money to buy it and that was also the be- 
ginning of my professional career as an 
animator/videographer. Since then , mo- 
torcycles and traveling on them became 
my biggest passion over the past 14 years. 
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Until 2014 i had traveled as much as / could on my short time 
offs, including the Stans, Middle East, /Europe, South East 
Asia and of course around my hometown, Turkey, in a few 
years, those short adventures were not enough anymore and 
i knew i had to go fora long journey. 

Between 2002 and 2014 i owned a variety of motorcycles and 
brands in my garage, i was trying to find the perfect bike for 
my needs, but now / know that will never happen as there is 
no such perfect motorcycle to do everything. / also started to 
love adventure riding, remote locations and discovering new 
dirt tracks and off road riding became my main type of trav- 
eling. Now i think that way, it is much easier to connect with 
the landscape, its' inhabitants and nature. 


ECUADO 






In between those travels and different brands of motorcycles, on my 
33rd birthday in March 2014, 1 finally quit my job to pursue my dream 
of riding a motorcycle around the world, i was saving for quite a bit 
and working in an office, riding the exact same route to work and 
home. Having just one free day in the whole week forced me to take 
some risk. The amount i had saved was simply not enough for a long 
journey, so i had to make money along the way. That is also how a 
friend of mine came up with the name for my journey: “Ride Must Go 
On " My plan was to ride as long as i could whilst working on the road. 


Before I set off from Istanbul, I sent a presentation to industry leader 
brands like KTM, Sena, Klim and many others. Most of them decided 
to support my journey in exchange for high quality audio/visuai mate- 
rials. So far this has worked quite well and i hope to keep it that way. 






MONUMENT VALLEY, UTAH 





To date I have traveled by motorcycle through well over 35 countries and 4 continents. My RTW journey 
started back in July 2014 from Istanbul and / returned home safely after 60,000 miles and 25 months. / 
could have continued even longer but my mom was so angry that she was not able to see me in the past 
two years. The first section of my trip was from Istanbul to Magadan through the famous VHyusiky Trakt 
and Road of Bones. That took about 4 months and then I shipped my bike to Vancouver \ Canada in order 
to reach to Ushuaia in South America. After Ushuaia, it was north back to Buenos Aires to Madrid and 
from Europe back to Istanbul. 

As i get bored and sometimes sleepy on paved roads , / often try to get out of the pavement and ride to 
remote or less touristy routes / destinations which helps to create interesting stories and audio visual 
materials. On my two year RTW journey ; that was one of the key elements to meet interesting peo- 
ple and experience breathtaking scenery. Northern Mongolia \ Siberia , Backcountry Discovery Routes 
around the States , Baja, Northern Peru and Northern Argentina were the highlights of my trip. 





















EMBRACE THE UNEXPECTED 


Shinkos 705's tough rubber compound resists tearing during 
off road use while packing a versatile tread pattern providing 
excellent wet and dry weather traction and smooth running 
on the highway. Designed in a multitude of sizes the 705 fits 
most bikes while providing the miles per dollar you love. 


ShinkatireUSA.com 
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MACKAJURKEY 


Nowadays , / have been completing a documentary movie 
in Istanbul that i had filmed four years ago but was never 
able to finish the post production . / also know that my life 
will never be the same after this experience , so I decided 
to start a new journey around first week of January, 2017. 
i am so excited to meet new people and ride a motorcycle 
around the globe one more time. Hopefully i will be riding 
a lighter motorcycle with minimal gear to push the limits a 
bit more while riding. 





AIR FLOW 

Perforated padded panel: 
ventilation and comfort 




TESTED AND CERTIFIED 

The Thor Sentry XP is tested and certified according 
to European Standard EN 14021:2003, EN 1621-2012 
and EN 1621-2:2014. 

3 for increased 




Upshift’s Simon Cudby recently vis- 
ited the KTM production facility and 
headquarters in Munderfing and 
Mattighoffen, Austria. With camera 
in handandeyeswideopen he walked 
through and got to see first hand how 
their product line is produced as well 
as the new Motorsports building that 
was just added specifically for their 
factory race teams. 



THE KTM FACTORY OFFERS PUBLIC TOURS OF THE MANUFACTURING FACILITY ON A REGULAR BASIS 








FACTORYTOUR: KTM AUSTRIA 


THE FIRST AREA IN THE FACTORY IS THE FRAME DEPARTMENT WITH 
VARIOUS FRAME MODELS AWAITING ASSEMBLY 



ON THIS DAY THE KTM 250 EXC-F MODEL FOR THE US MARKET WAS BEING BUILT 



FACTORYTOUR: KTM AUSTRIA 


SWING ARMS AWAIT THE NEXT RUN ON THE PRODUCTION LINE 


NEAR THE END OF THE LINE THE FRONT SUSPENSION, SUB FRAMES, 
CONTROLS AND ELECTRONICS HAVE BEEN INSTALLED 




CORRECT COMPONENT INSTALLATION 


FACTORYTOUR: KTM AUSTRIA 



MARKETING DEPARTMENT 








FACTORYTOUR: KTM AUSTRIA 


THE BRAND NEW FACTORY RACING BUILDING IS LOCATED A SHORT 
DISTANCE FROM THE FACTORY 





FACTORYTOUR: KTM AUSTRIA 


THE RACE SHOP LOBBY FEATURES KTM MOTOCROSS, ROAD RACING, AND HUSQVARNA BIKES. 
THE HUSQVARNA RACING FACILITY IS ALSO HOUSED IN THIS BUILDING 


KTM IS ALL-IN ON MOTOGP RACING. HERE BIKES ARE 
BEING PREPPED FOR A TEST SESSION 






DEEP INSIDE THE RACE SHOP ITSELF, THERE ARE CNC 
MACHINES TO BUILD CUSTOM PARTS ON DEMAND 


WITH THE DAKAR RALLY COMING UP THE KTM RALLY TEAM IS 
IN FULL PREPARATION MODE 




Upshift spoke with 
Alex Doringer, KTM 
project manager for 
Rally and Enduro, in 
the KTM race shop in 
Mattighofen, Austria. 

Upshift: Tell us your job 
description at KTM. 

Alex Doringer: I’m one of the motorsports project 
managers and race director for Rally and Enduro. 
My topics are everything rally and enduro related 
for KTM and also Husqvarna. 

Upshift: So in addition to the Red Bull KTM team, 
you are dealing with the Rockstar Husqvarna rally 
team that has been having a lot of success lately? 

AD: Yes, but you know for both teams it’s the hard 
work behind it. They are good teams with hard 
work and a good product. I think the key is always 
the human power behind the results, and then 
of course you know the development on the bike 
never stops. We are just driven by our passion. 
Our DNA is racing and winning. 

We are lucky to have won the last fifteen in a row 
at the Dakar rally, which looks easy but is never 
easy. 

Upshift: What is it like to race the Dakar rally? 

AD: It’s a great event. The promoter ASO is also 
the promoter for the Tour De France. They really 
are one of the best promoters I know; they do a 
great job. Every day they move 4,000 people from 
one bivouac to the next bivouac. We are traveling 
with the teams 6,500 km, and the trucks and cars 
8,000 km. 

Upshift: How many days do you sleep when you 
get home from the race? 


AD: You know I always skip the party after the 
race, and come home directly. I normally arrive 
home and then I’m back in the office on Tuesday. 
Especially if you win the race because that means 
you have the potential to think about new ideas. 
So for me it’s important to get back quickly. 

Upshift: How long have you been involved with 
the team? 

AD: Actually I’m one of the local boys. I was born 
in Mattighofen and my grandfather was one of 
the purchase directors in the old KTM days when 
the bicycle and motorcycle divisions were one big 
company. I have been at KTM for fifteen years, 
with fourteen years in motorsports. I know a lot of 
people working for KTM, as this is my hometown. 

Upshift: As far as development of the current ral- 
ly bike, what’s coming next? 

AD: Development means you have to not only 
look at the possibilities in house, but you have to 
investigate other things like what direction the race 
is going. You also have to think about the riders. 
Nowadays most of the guys are coming from other 
backgrounds, like you know Toby Price from Baja 
style races, and motocross guys, enduro guys. So 
the investigation is not just taking this bike and we 
make a better engine, it’s a total project. You have 
to think about many things. Also the environment, 
which places we will be riding. The next Dakar, 
where will we be going? Is it sand? Is it more tech- 
nical? And that’s true with the Dakar moving from 
Africa to South America. It became for sure more 
technical, which means the bike has to be right. 
This current 450 is a completely different bike 
from the 690 we were using before. It’s slimmer 
and easier to handle, and the new generation will 
be even better balanced and a little bit shorter. It’s 
a big investigation that we do for a long time, and 
then we start to build. 










FACTORYTOUR: KTM AUSTRIA 



ENGINE 

FOURSTROKE, SINGLE CYLINDER 
S0HC,4 VALVE PER CYLINDER 

CAPACITY 

449.3 CC/27.4 IN 

BOREXSTROKE 

97X60.9 MM 

COOLING SYSTEM 

LIQUID COOLED 

INDUCTION 

KEIHIN FCR-MX41 

IGNITION 

KEIHIN DC ECUL 

STARTING 

ELECTRIC 

CLUTCH 

HYDRAULICWET MULTI-DISC CLUTCH 

TRANSMISSION 

6SPEED 

FINAL DRIVE 

CHAIN 

FRAME 

CHROMIUM-MOLYBDENUM JRELLIS 

SUBFRAME 

SELF-SUPPORTING PLASTIC TANK 


HANDLEBAR 

ALUMINUM, TAPERED, 028/22 MM 

FRONT SUSPENSION 

WP-USD048MM 

FRONT WHEEL TRAVEL 

300MM/11.9IN 

REAR SUSPENSION 

WP-MONOSHOCK 

REAR WHEEL TRAVEL 

310 MM/12.2 IN 

FRONT BRAKES 

SINGLE 260MM DISC 

REAR BRAKES 

SINGLE 240MM DISC 

FRONT TIRE 

90/90-21 

REAR TIRE 

130/80-18 

SEAT HEIGHT 

980 MM/38.5 IN 

WEIGHT 

150 KG (WITHOUT FUEL) 

FUEL CAPACITY 

35LITRES/9.5GAL 



MOTORCYCLES 
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#1 KTM and Husqvarna 
motorcycle seller in the USA 


(h) Husqvarna 


www.3bros.com 


1560 Superior Ave. #C 
Costa Mesa, CA 92627 
Phone: 949-642-0546 




PRO CIRCUIT 

KTM500EXC FORK REBUILD 


We asked suspension legend Jim “Bones“ Bacon at Pro Circuit to help us get our Upshift KTM500EXC dialed 
in for a recent ride from the Mexican border at Tecate, down to San Felipe on the Sea of Cortez side of the Baja 
peninsula. Bones explains the PC theory for getting the big KTM to work efficiently on a variety of desert terrains: 

“The KTM500EXC is a terrific off-road bike and KTM sells every one made each year. It’s great on fire roads and 
cruising along two-track trails. However, get in to the big G-outs or deeply whooped-out trails and the bike becomes 




a handful in a hurry. The soft, plush suspension that 
works great on fast fire roads is quickly overwhelmed 
when the rider hits an unexpected ditch or big rolling 
whoops at speed. Many times, the 500EXC is the bike 
of choice among larger riders who, by themselves, 
overtax the marginal stock suspension. Add a larger 
fuel tank and a backpack full of tools and the already 
under sprung suspension is way past its’ limit. 

The 500EXC has suspension that is just too soft. Plain 
and simple, the forks ride too low, which makes the 
rear shock feel nervous and twitchy. Get into the big 
bumps and the shock will blow right through stroke 
and bottom out hard. Pro Circuit has come up with a 
solution for the big KTM without sacrificing the plush 
ride: The first fix involves addressing the correct 
spring rates for both forks and shock. Next, the fork 
valving is modified to make the stroke much more 
progressive while keeping the ride plush and working 
with the bigger fork springs. Additionally, the shock 
valving is altered for the same reasons: keep the ride 
plush but in sync with the heavier spring. We install 
our Pro Circuit Shock Reservoir kit, which replaces 
the stock reservoir and floating piston design with a 
bladder system that smooths out the transition be- 
tween compression and rebound while increasing the 
nitrogen volume. Finally, we can shorten the suspen- 
sion upon request as we do for many riders who feel 
the bike is too tall. 

The final result is a plush and much more progressive 
ride and, with the center of gravity a little lower, better 
bike control.” 



We have to say the Pro Circuit suspension set-up 
delivered confidence in all situations from sand 
whoops, to rocks, to square edge hits at high speed. 

www.procircuit.com 


Fork Re-Valve And Set Up $194.95 

Fork Oil, Compression Adjuster Knob, Low Speed Valve (X2), Piston Ring (Pair), 

Piston Bands $178.75 

Fork Spring .48Kg (Pair) $129.95 

Shock Re-Valve And Set Up $164.95 

Shock Piston, Shock Oil, Shock Reservoir, Shock Bladder, Bladder Cap, Air Valve $214.45 
Special P/C Shock Bumper $19.95 





Alpinestars Corozal 
Adventure Drystar Boot 


Words: Seiji Ishii Photos: Simon Cudby 


The burgeoning adventure riding apparel market has spurred specialized gear from head to toe. ADV- specific 
gear tends to be a cross between trail riding gear and road touring gear, both in function and style. When the magic 
combination is struck, the gear disappears while executing required duties, leaving the motorcyclist immersed in 
the act of riding. 




Alpinestars has incredibly deep 
roots in motorsports. From their 
professional standard Tech 10 
motocross boot to their equally 
lauded Supertech R Moto GP-wor- 
thy road racing boot, the iconic 
Italian brand has no shortage of 
experience in the footwear mar- 
kets. When the Corozal Adven- 
ture Drystar boot was released, 

I jumped on the chance to test 
them and have done so for over a 
year. These boots have endured 
every conceivable condition, from 
dusty, hot central Texas dirt roads 
to downpours on single track at 
over 12,000 feet in Colorado. 
They have performed their ADV 
specific job admirably at a retail 
price that is astounding. 

The CE certified Corozal Adventure 
Drystar boot is constructed of an 
array of materials, some providing 
necessary stiffness and impact 
protection, while others bringing 
welcome flexibility and weight 
savings. The bulk of the upper is 
polyurethane coated leather for 
abrasion resistance and durabili- 
ty. Microfiber accordion style flex 
zones are built fore and aft of where 
the ankle sits, increasing joint 
mobility in these directions while 
lowering weight. The inside edge 
has an embossed suede panel for 
gripping the bike chassis while the 
outer edge has a stiff thermoplas- 
tic hinged bracing. A normal poly- 
mer shin plate adorns the front of 
the boot and a textured TPU pad 
aids in nudging the shifter. Both 
the inner and outer of the ankle is 
shielded from impact by dual den- 
sity inserts, while heel counter and 


toe box are stiffened. The ankle is 
cradled in soft foam and the entire 
inner is lined with a breathable knit. 
There is an EVA foam footbed and 
polyurethane foam midsole for 
shock absorption and comfort. The 
bonded sole contains a steel shank 
in the arch to eliminate unwanted 
flex or peg pressure in the arch 
area. The boot is closed by two mi- 
cro-adjustable straps and compos- 
ite buckles and a large Velcro swath 
at the top, which opens wide for 
ease of entry and removal. 

I have a narrow heel, wide forefoot, 
but a thin, low volume foot overall. 
I found the Corozal shape to fit 
great but the overall volume to be 
on the large side, allowing some 
top to bottom free space around 
my forefoot. The boot tapers ver- 
tically towards the front, a feature 
I appreciate as it lends a directly 
connected feeling to the bike’s 
controls, especially for riders that 
don’t have such a thin foot profile. 
The cradling of the ankle is a wel- 
come and secure feeling and front 
to back ankle mobility is excellent. 

I found the Corozal boots sup- 
portive enough for all but extreme 
adventure riding in rocky areas 
and they also proved worthy for 
dual sport riding in Colorado. The 
level of support, stiffness and 
protection is nowhere near that 
of motocross boots but miles 
above road touring boots - the 
magic combination. The sole was 
stiff enough in the arch area for 
long days standing on the pegs in 
adventure specific terrain while 
still being flexible enough in the 
forefoot for comfortable walking 


around camp. The Corozal’s chas- 
sis and sole flexibility are appropri- 
ate for ADV, but extremely rocky 
areas aboard heavier ADV class 
bikes would leave me wanting a 
bit more forefoot stiffness and 
lateral ankle support, albeit giving 
up some comfort. The Drystar 
waterproof-breathable membrane 
resisted all water entry, even while 
fording multiple streams on foot. 
The vulcanized tread provided 
enough walking traction on all 
but difficult scrambling, although 
algae coated streambeds felt un- 
easy. The all-day comfort of these 
boots is undeniable; sun up to sun- 
down hauls usually calls for kick- 
ing boots off before the first beer, 
but I had no issues lounging in the 
Corozals until I ditched the rest of 
my gear. One nitpick: the boots 
squeak rather loudly while walking. 

Alpinestars hit the bull’s eye for 
adventure riding with the Corozal 
Adventure Drystar boot. They 
have found the mixture of sup- 
port, protection and flexibility 
that works wonderfully for almost 
all adventure riding, the only ex- 
ception being extreme trails that 
honestly would be difficult on a 
dual sport bike. These qualities, 
combined with all day comfort, 
absolute waterproofness and 
Alpinestars quality is even more 
impressive when you consider the 
suggested retail price of 289.95 
USD, which to this tester was 
the most impressive factor of all. 
www.alpinstars.com 

MSRP: 289.95 USD, also avail- 
able in an oiled leather version for 
299.95 USD. 




Upshift: So tell us a little bit about 
Rottweiler and how you got involved 
in the adventure and off-road market. 

Well Rottweiler was an 
accident. I had a deep history in auto- 
mobile racing, but motorcycles were 
always my thing. I did a lot of Baja 
racing. I worked for a couple of race 
car teams for a while. I ran a couple 
of somewhat successful car teams 
down in Baja as a crew chief and a 
co-driver, and then once I started my 
own fabrication shop or kind of race 
design shop, I kept racing motorcy- 
cles in Baja. Then Rottweiler came 
about. I always wanted to build a prod- 
uct. I tried a couple of things here and 
there, did some stuff in Baja. I came 
up with some items for racing in Baja, 
but there’s just no market there. I had 
a Super Duke and was riding down 
there every two weeks for two and a 


half years. Being the incessant tin- 
kerer, I started playing around with 
intake. I designed my own intake that 
I never had any intention of selling 
or putting on the market, and then it 

m 

basically came out. Somebody found 
out about it. It leaked out on the fo- 
rum and calls started pouring in, and 
we just started making it for people, 
and ever since then it just started to 





grow and grow and grow. That’s how Rottweiler 
kind of came about. Before Rottweiler, we were 
basically just doing high-end exhaust systems 
for exotic cars and things like that. 

Upshift: What’s up with the name Rottweiler? 
Where did that come from? 

[laughter] We didn’t know what to call the 
intake, and I didn’t want to give it a number, 
didn’t want to give it an acronym. I wanted to call 
it something. I just had this feeling, this idea 
that marketing it you had to give it al- 
most a character. My Super Duke 
was black in color, and the first 
one I put on as I was testing it, 
sitting there idling in the shop, I 
rapped the throttle and it went, “Art!” 

Barked. It sounded like a deep-throated dog. 

So the first thing I said was, “Okay, that sounds 
like a dog.” If that bike - the Super Duke, it was 
an all black 990 Super Duke - if that bike was 
a dog, what would it be? And because it’s a big 
twin, it’s torquey, muscley, and I just said, “Well, 
let’s call it Rottweiler intake.” I never had any idea 
that it would take off and become the size it is to- 
day. Never even had a clue. I probably would’ve 
thought about it a little harder if I did [laughter]. It 
seemed to work. We have the Rottweiler intakes, 
which are obviously well received in the industry. 

Upshift: Talk about the other part of your Rottwei- 
ler business, as far as other products that you sell. 

C Well, we’re in this for the long run and 
aside from the boutique parts, we wanted to 
become a trustworthy supplier of sought-after 


aftermarket parts for the adventure industry. 
So we’re always asking ourselves, “What’s 
our shtick?” Everybody has to have a shtick. 
RevZilla’s got the videos. So what we try to 
do is infuse more of a personal service and 
quality into the other parts because we kind 
of wanted to cover all the bases and become 
something more than just our own boutique 
parts. We want longevity. Hypothetically, if 
everything goes electric one day, we’d be out 
of business, so we want to make sure that 
we’ve got kind of a back-up there. We 
want to offer something new at a 
higher quality - better pictures, 
better information, videos for 
products. Similar to what RevZilla 
does, but in our own style. 

Upshift: Talking about riding, where’s the best 
place you’ve ridden personally? 

Baja, by far. It’s the wild west down there. I 
actually, believe it or not, have not really ridden 
the United States very much. Most of my riding 
has been done down in Baja, whether it be rac- 
ing the SCORE series for six or seven years that 
we did or just having fun. But it’s a different kind 
of world down there. And it used to be that when 
I entered Baja, I would become a little bit more 
stressed out because you’re a little bit more 
concerned about the laws or the lack thereof or 
the loss of control. But now, when I go to Baja 
my shoulders kind of drop and I relax a little bit. 
In Baja, you can take an unplated bike and ride 
it to Cabo and no one’s even going to bat an eye; 
there’s something special about that. 









Upshift: Where do you see Rottweiler going in 
the next five years? 


Well, we’re constantly improving the fit, fin- 
ish, and quality of all of our personal boutique 
products. We’re trying to become a rather large 
source of well-sought-after aftermarket parts. 
Now a lot of people ask us, “Are you going to stay 
KTM only?’’ For now, the answer is yes because 
that’s basically all we can handle. We’re trying 
to get everything figured out. We’ve asked our- 
selves the question, “Where do we want to go? 
Where do we want to be? And what niche do 


we want to fill?” We don’t want to be another 
thing. We want Rottweiler to own the segment 
and be well respected at the same time. It’s a 
slow, rolling process. Beyond that we want to 
grow into a supply house where you can come 
in and we’ve got the parts that you can look at, 
touch and feel as well as bring a little bit of that 
into our website because everybody’s buying 
off the internet now. So we’d like to grow to that 
size but we know that there’s going to be some 
deviations here and there and some new ideas 
that are going to lead us in different directions. 
www.rottweilerperformance.com 
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